INTRODUCTION

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Taste assessment is an important element of pharmaceutical drug development, especially for the paediatric population. The rat brief-access taste aversion (BATA) model has shown great promises in assessing the taste of aversive APIs (Rudnitskaya et al. 2013 , Soto et al. 2015 . However, only the solution form of the drug can be assessed with the BATA model hence restricting to evaluate the taste of poorly water-soluble APIs. Thus, there is a need to find out inherent taste characteristics of solubilizing excipients in order to solubilise poorly watersoluble APIs for taste assessment with the BATA model.
This pilot study aims at assessing the palatability of Dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), a well established co-solvent not necessarily used in paediatric formulations but used at early development and screening stages. • DMSO was tasteless to the rats up to 3% v/v. Result comparable to Devantier et al. (2008) who found that DMSO could be used in mice up to a concentration of 1% v/v without decreasing the lick rate compared to water.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK
• A significant difference in the licks recorded compared to deionised water was obtained for 0.75 and 5% v/v (p-values < 0.05). However, even at these two concentrations, the inhibition of licks was only around 20%
• Despite a significant difference in the data recorded between the two testing sessions for the solutions 0.75 and 5% v/v DMSO (p-values < 0.05), the results were overall repeatable which showed the robustness of the model
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Rat BATA experiment
Data analysis
All procedures were carried out under the project licence PPL 70/7668  A total of 10 mildly water-deprived rats (22 hours) were randomly presented to the different solutions of DMSO for a brief period of time (8 sec)
 Taste was assessed by measuring the number of licks using the lickometer "Davis Rig MS-160" from DiLog Instruments (Tallahassee, Florida, USA), an apparatus that electronically records the number of licks to different solutions (Figure 1 ).
 The protocol presented in Table 1 was followed for the experiment.
Kruskal-Wallis test followed by Gao et al's (Gao et al. 2008) non parametric multiple test were performed to find which concentration(s) elicited "lick numbers" significantly different from deionised water. Training session 1 (only on 1 st week): rodent in Davis Rig with free access to one water-bottle (not moving).
Day 3
Training session 2: rodent in Davis Rig, access to water-bottles moving to acclimatise it to the protocol.
Day 4
Test session 1: randomised presentation of up to 14 test samples.
Day 5
Test session 2: randomised presentation of up to 14 test samples. 
